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Battalion, from whence commences the western ascent of the
main range of the Yooma mountains ; the road passes up the
sloping face of a massive branch, which stretches nearly in a
westerly direction at right angles from the central ridge. On
the right and left of the road, at distances varying from about
two to five and six hundred feet below it, flow the Aeiig and
Sarowah rivers ; and the scanty rills which are found in the
forks and hollows along the line of road, all fall into one or
the other of them.

45th. The summit of the pass,  which is 4,664 feet above
the sea, and 4,517 above the post at Sarowah, is very nearly
18 miles distant from the latter place, giving an average rise
of one foot in twenty, from which the comparatively easy
nature of tbe ascent is at once shewn ; the few exceptions to
this general angle of acclivity, are found, principally, at Mein-
znkan, Netzazukan, Wadat, and  Garowkee,   where the as-
cents are for very short distances more steep.    From Ga-
rowkee to  the summit, which is a mile distant,  the ascent is
very steep, but the path has been carried up in a zig-zag shape
with so much judgment, that a very trifling degree of labour
would suffice to render it perfectly practicable  for artillery.
The descent on the eastern side, to the Kheng Khyoung, is,
as the section shews, mnch more precipitous ; the difference
of height, between the summit of the pass, aud the nullah at
its eastern base, being 3,777 feet, and the distance eight miles,
which gives a slope of one foot in ten, or nearly double the
degree of inclination on the opposite side of the range : of this,
however, by far the greater proportion is due to the first mile
of ascent out of the Kheng Khyoung, which is very precipi-
tous, but might, with a little previous attention, be rendered
far more easy of access than it now is.    The whole of this
division of the route passes through lofty forest, which is
found on all the superior heights, and those of inferior eleva-
tion are covered with bamboo jungle, the young leaves and
stems of which afford a grateful and nutritions food to the
bullocks, elephants, and ponies of the country.    The supply
of water, after leaving Sarowah, becomes loss abundant, as
the hills are ascended; aud in the selection of spota for en-